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1. Background
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International trade statistics are an essential tool for any country seeking to achieve
sustainable economic development and enhance its position in the global economy.
Through analyzing economic performance, these statistics help measure the ability
of the national economy to interact with global markets and reflect the state of the
trade balance, structure, specialization, etc. which helps determine the overall trade
profile of the economy.

Additionally, international trade statistics contribute to analyzing international trade
relations, providing a clear understanding of trade trends between countries. This
helps in understanding bilateral and multilateral trade relations, which is crucial in
trade negotiations and the establishment of economic treaties.

International guides and methodologies of international trade Statistics play a crucial
role in the preparation of international trade Statistics, ensuring accuracy,
consistency and comparability of data across countries and regions. The use of
international standards is important for credibility and trust, and international
cooperation. These methodologies contribute to achieving harmony between national
and international statistics, which facilitates economic and development cooperation.

The workshop is aimed at highlighting the implementation of the updated trade
statistics manuals (IMTS 2026 and MSITS 2026) and the Handbook on Integrated
Business and Trade Statistics (HIBTS).

The revised trade manuals are expected to be completed by the end of this year and
submitted to the United Nations Statistical Commission for consideration in 2026.
A background document for the 56th session of the Commission provides more
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information on the expected updates to the current standards. The HIBTS has also
been submitted to the Commission as a background document for its endorsement.

(https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/statcom/56).
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2. Objectives
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The main objectives of the workshop :

1. Highlighting the implementation of the revised trade statistics manuals (IMTS
2026 and MSITS 2026) and the Handbook on Integrating Business and Trade
Statistics (HIBTS).

2. ldentifying the required support for the countries in the implementation of the
revised international recommendations in the IMTS 2026 and MSITS 2026
statistical manuals, focusing on scope, quality, data comparability, data
dissemination, and linking business and trade statistics.

3. Discussion on expanding the scope of the IMTS 2026 recommendations, the
collection and harmonization of new data in IMTS 2026, including transaction
output codes to understand global production arrangements and trade based on the
Balance of Payments, as well as addressing issues such as bilateral asymmetries,
institutional cooperation, conceptual differences, data sources, access to data,
quality, confidentiality, and other related issues.

4. Discussions on the need for more detailed and relevant statistics on trade in
services within multiple statistical frameworks.
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3. Content
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Conceptual Framework, Institutional Arrangements, Data Sources, and Trade
Systems:

Classifications

Countries’ Practices and Experiences:

Challenges Related to Compilations:

International Classification and the use of it.

International Measurement Units :

Compilation of External Trade Statistics (IMTS):

Quality Assurance and Production of External Trade Data (IMTS):
Linking Trade, Business, and Other Statistics (HIBTS):
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4. Expected Results
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I.

Enhancing understanding and awareness of the updated international
recommendations in IMTS 2026 and MSITS 2026 statistical manuals,
including with regard to the scope, quality, comparability, and dissemination
of data, in addition to linking business and trade statistics.

Enhancing understanding and awareness of the importance of measuring
international trade in goods and services within the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries and other ESCWA countries.

Gaining practical knowledge of the tools, methodologies, and data sources used
in measuring international trade in goods and services.

Identifying the challenges and opportunities associated with external trade
statistics on goods and services.
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5. Strengthening institutional cooperation and coordinating efforts among GCC
countries and also other ESCWA countries to ensure the harmonization of
statistical measures.
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S. Organization
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The Statistical Center for the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, in
collaboration with the United Nations Statistics Division, is organizing the workshop
aimed at highlighting the implementation of the updated trade statistics manuals
(IMTS 2026 and MSITS 2026) and the Handbook on Integrated Business and Trade
Statistics (HIBTS).
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6. Timing
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e The workshop will be held for three days, from April 14 to 16, 2025, from
08:30 hrs to 16:30 hrs Muscat time (Sultanate of Oman), both in-person and via
a virtual platform hosted by GCC-Stat.
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7. Speakers
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The speakers include:

e Mr. Houssaine Ouljour, Co-lead of the UN Trade Task Team from Office Des
Changes, Morocco

e Ms. Cristina Neves, Co-lead of the UN Trade Task Team from Statistics Portugal
o Mr. Vysaul Nyirongo from the Statistics Division of the United Nations.

e Mr. Habibur Khan from the Statistics Division of the United Nations.

e Mr. Tigran Terlemezian from GCC-Stat

e Mr. Salah Bu Ali from GCC-Stat

o Officials from GCC Customs Union Authority

o Mr. Husam Khalifa, member of the UN Trade Task Team from the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics PCBS, State of Palestine
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8. Participants
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1. Specialists in the preparation of international trade statistics in the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) and other ESCWA countries

2. Specialists in the preparation of national accounts statistics in the ESCWA Regions.

Those concerned in the General Secretariat of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

4. Those concerned in the national customs authorities and the Gulf Customs Union
Authority in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries and the Arab member
countries.
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5. Those concerned in banks and central banks in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Aoyl il Joud Olarll padzed Aaladl LY § Ogwiall 3
countries and the Arab member countries. - "

Osbarll pdms Jgo G sl (Sl sl=i¥l Ly (Aubogll A8 ol 33! QG Ggsall 4
slacyl Loyl Jalls &A."z!‘

Lae¥1 i yall Jolly il Oalatll udma Jos 3 A3S,L gadly ciylall § gaiall .5

9. Preparation slaaid) .9
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e  Workshop participants should be familiar with the concepts, tools, and
methodologies related to international trade statistics for goods and services.

10. Language used Losziud | 2allf 10
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11. Contact Information Jiolgidl Slaglas .11
For further technical information on the workshop, please contact: 2 i sl (2 Aol e Aall laglall e sl sz
Mr. Salah Qasim BuAli, GCC-Stat sl Slasyl 3L degy qulE Do @

Phone: +96824346467 / 96898870377+

. +96898870377 / 96824346467+ :ailell A8,
\E-mail: sbuali@gccstat.org

Sbuali@gccstat.org ;s Y 2l o) sie

For further logistical and administrative information on the workshop, please contact: e diolotll (300 A pglly Aalazl) aplailly At sl Slaglall o sl Solyluvdzadl]
Mr. Khalid Al Darwashi, GCC-Stat Gl Glas¥l Sl ghgydl Wil o
E-mail: kaldarwashi@gccstat.org kaldarwashii@gccstat.org ;s 5y 34l
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Workshop agenda

‘ Timing / <o ¢! ‘

2025 d-u-'\ 14 «
Day 1: Monday, 14 April 2025
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REGISTRATION 08:30 hrs | 09:00 hrs
OPENING REMARKS Cusé\z\
A. Welcome remarks by GCC-Stat 09:00 hrs 09:45 hrs sl Galae Jsal Alany) el e A i ALS
B. Remarks by UNSD saniall aeY) b elany) dund (e ZLEY) S
GROUP PHOTO 09:45hrs | 10:00 hrs isleny b pa
PRE-SESSION - SETTING THE STAGE il peai - dudal) Jud
A. Adoption of draft agenda and administrative matters el Dlebianyl ) L)laY) dildlly Sadl Jae¥) Jpon i)
(UNSD, GCC-Stat) (0323 Gelne 052 slean¥l S 50 chasial
B. Progress report and next steps on the revision of the trade 10:00 hrs 11:00 hrs Bl 8l lelias) A1) Axal 1 ui-““ Aeldl) ‘L“J%ﬂ‘} Pl o o
manuals (presentation by UNSD) ) ) (3anial) pe¥l lelan ) dund (e 2 )

C. Linkage of IMTS to other economic statistics (presentation e s Gae) GOAY) BlaBY) Slebian Yl IMTS Slebaa) by
SESSION I - TOWARDS IMTS CONCEPTUAL CHAPTERS IMTS A 4asliall Jguaill g — %1 dudal)
A. Introduction by UNSD: Conceptual Framework; Institutional Sl aplidl Y i) aedl lebaall Al Ge Aedie |
Arrangements and Data Sources; Trade System 1L:15h 13:00 1 Bkl allas el jabaane 5 A all

:15 hrs :00 hrs P T T P ™ - - ;
B. Presentation on country practices — results of pre-workshop o) 4350 sl ot At — L jlaty Jall Sl Jlas dsa G e
questionnaire (moderated by GCC-Stat) (05 e J ool elas V)5S e il 3
C. Roundtable discussion on compilation challenges related to ¢(Aaladly Lalall cilaliz yY1) BUailly Aslaiall ppenill laad Jga Al duds &
scope (general and specific guidelines), institutional 14:00 hrs 15:15 hrs Ll Gl ) @) Byladll alla ecllall jabiasy g sall o i
arrangements and data sources; Trade System (moderated by ) ) (0stad) Galas sl slean ) 58 e saaid) sl cilslian)
UNSD, GCC-Stat)
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SESSION II - COUNTRY PRACTICES: COMPILATION, Sla Al g B3 sadl Glaag @A@ﬂ\ J o) ile jlaa sduilil) dudal)
QUALITY ASSURANCE AND OUTPUTS (IMTS) (IMTS)
Presentation on country practices — results of the questionnaire 15:30 hrs 16:30 hrs A5l Gaall Gl das — Jsall Gl las Jsa (a0

2025 Sl 15 WA ;G a5l

Day 2: Tuesday, 15 April 2025

SESSION III - CLASSIFICATIONS RELATED TO IMTS

IMTS = ddlaial) cldaiatt). Al dudal)

A. Introduction by UNSD

saniall eVl Cilelan ) Ll (e dadia

B. HS and other classifications, including the Central Product 08:30hrs | 09:00hrs | .\ ..y oo e o L Al ity HS (S el Chiadl o
Clasmﬁc;ahon, the Classification by Broad Eponomlc el Chiais ¢ (BEC)hnmd o) AplaBy) i)l Ciioal (s 55 yal
Categories (BEC), and the Standard international trade sanial waly Clelan ) dund e m e (SITC) 25 5al Al 3
classification (SITC) (presentation by UNSD) ' e P o s i

SESSION IV — IMTS MEASUREMENT CHAPTERS IMTS (b J gud — Al 1) dadad)
A. Introduction by UNSD: Valuation; Quantity Measurement; S S8 ALl AaaSll el ¢l raniall aaly leban Yl Aundi e daia |
Partner Country; Mode of Transport Ll Al

09:00 hrs 11:00 hrs

B. Roundtable discussion on measurement challenges
(moderated by UNSD, GCC-Stat)
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SESSION V — IMTS DATA COMPILATION

IMTS cilly et — daaldd) dadal)

A. Introduction by UNSD

B. Trade flow, nature of transactions and customs procedure
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codes . (3aiall aeYL Clelian)
(presentation by UNSD)
11:15 hrs 13:00 hrs

C. Customs System and Data Validation i (S paall AaiY) Ld Ga g pe) Gl e Gl A leall ali o
(presentation by GCC Customs Department; To be confirmed) (st

D. Harmonization of Customs Procedure Codes (CPC) in GCC Al sl (ulae J52 (A (CPC) S anll Sl oY) Hsay asi &
(presentation by GCC Customs Department; To be confirmed) (Sl s ¢ S panll a3V A e U e)

E. Missing data (presentation by GCC-Stat) (O3 Gidae J 9 elan ¥ S ya (ga s e ) B3 g8kl S 2

F. Data compilation in the case of a GCC Customs Union Ayl A e pase) ARl Sl Ay Al 4 Ul jent ~
(presentation by GCC-Stat) 14:00 hrs 15:15 hrs (0sd) Galaa Jsa) elany) S e (ga ) (S yanll

G. Using R and Python for processing trade data at the
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS)
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SESSION VI - IMTS QUALITY ASSURANCE AND
OUTPUTS

IMTS (8 gl sill g 835l clada— Aciabaal) Aulal)

A. Introduction by UNSD: Quality Assurance Framework; Bilateral
Trade Asymmetries; Dissemination; Specialised Topics

B. Roundtable discussion on quality assurance and outputs, including
Statistical confidentiality, data vintages, SDMX-IMTS, specialized
topics, among others (moderated by UNSD, GCC-Stat)

C. Indicators on trade statistics (presentation by Morocco)

D. Roundtable discussion on indicators on trade statistics (moderated by
UNSD)

15:30 hrs

16:30 hrs
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Day 3: Wednesday, 16 April 2025

SESSION VII - TRADE ASYMMETRIES

42,LISESSION VII - TRADE ASYMMETRIES

A. Trade asymmetries (presentation by the Palestinian CBS)

(Obansll (a5 e ) Aaa AN 5 jlacll Al 1 8 < lal) |

(presentation by Statistics Portugal)

C.Linking of IMTS with business (presentation by Palestinian
CBS)

; : . . 08:30 hrs 09:15 hrs -

B. ﬁl(l)gggrtztb;lg g;sgl(s:%(_)gtzg bilateral trade asymmetries (GCC-Stat il ) cuad) 5 el i 5 o il Jpm A2l s
SESSION VIII - LINKING TRADE, BUSINESS, AND 1 AY) clslaayly Juaely 5l by, - Al dadal)
OTHER STATISTICS: HIBTS HIBTS

A.Introduction by UNSD Baniall aeYU Cilelban) dand (o dedia

B.Handbook on Integrating Business and Trade Statistics Ly S ((HIBTS) 5 el s Jee Y1 clelinal JalSs Jis 5 sine

(HIBTS); Innovation in Linking Business and Trade Statistics |  09:15 hrs 10:30hes |2 0 ( ) 2 ) e
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D.Implementation Strategy of the Handbook on Integrating

: ¢ 10:30 h 11:00 h Slelany) dund (ga 3okl s Jlee ) JalSs Jaly L dpai) yind) &
Business and Trade (presentation by UNSD) 0:30 hrs 00 hrs o o2 2) Bl . -
(DJA.I.AM (MYLJ
CLOSING SESSION dalidl) dudal
A. Updgting of the Manual on Statistics on International Trade in e pdie ase ). MISITS cilenal S Al sall 5 lail) clelian] s Cuans |
Services (MSITS) (Baial) aeL Clslan) dunis
(Introduction by UNSD)
B. Summary of expected changes in MSITS 2026 (presentation by Slebas¥l 2l (0 () MSITS 2026 (2 42 siall Dl il padle .
UNSD) (3aniall adYL
C. Roundtable discussion: preparations for the implementation of 11:15 hrs 14:30 hrs

IMTS 2026 and MSITS 2026 and identification of the important
issues for the participating countries (moderated by GCC-Stat,
UNSD)

D. Conclusion and recommendations
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Day 1-3: 14 — 16 April 2025

COFFEE BREAK - MORNING

11:00 hrs | 11:15 hrs Al - 5 9¢8 da) i)
LUNCH 13:00 hrs 14:00 hrs slad
COFFEE BREAK - AFTERNOON 15:15 hrs 15:30 hrs
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